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7 (COMMO. FOY: Gentlémén, this morning-we are goihg to have
a talk by one of the most interesting speakers we have had here
in the course: Colonel Darby on the subject of the U. S. Rangers.
He is going to be assisted by Colonel Dammer, who was his
executive officer in the various operations of the Rangers
in the Mediterranean.

The last time we asked Cclonel Darby over here we asked
him to speak about naval gunfire support from the receiving
end, and ﬁhat he talked chout was the U.S. Rengers. So, this
time we thought we would be perfectly nonest and schedule the

lecture under its proper namew)

General DeWitt, Commodore Foy: I thank you very kindly
for'your introduction. 'I would like to tell you gentlemen
that I am very'happy to be baék over here for o third time
to talk to the AISCOL class. I don't sec how Commodore Foy
and General DeWitt stand it, but they do, and i will do my
best to try to make this a 1ittle nore interesting this tinme.

It becomes exceedingly more difficult every time I ﬁalk
at ANSCOL becausé there are mors people that I know and have -
served with who keep coming up here to school. It mwsed to be
the first ftime I made a speech, the only one up here to pin
me downbwas‘Captaip Moys Lewig, Since then, there is Johnny
Leppert, whom I sec in the back row here, and there is also
nmy cxecutive officer. So, this time I am pretty much confined
to the truth.

So{ I will start off on that basis and stick to what I
kriow happenéd and not let my imagination wander. I om going
to talk about the Rangers, and, inqi&entally, I am going to
speak about some haval gunfirce support.

my,

The Rangers were organized over in North Ireland in June

of 1942. They were organized, it is my belief at least,



because our Chief of Staff, General Marshall; had been over

in Great Britain and nqd been in Scothnd and he was very

mich impressed with the Commandos and the type of work that

the British Commandos had done. He was particularly impressed
by the type of training that the Britigh . Commandos went through
in their training center: He came over to North Ireland and

he made the statement that he wanted a similar organization

out of the troops there - out of volunteers of the 5th Corps.
Hence, the Rangers werc born.

My Rangers were formed up in a little town called
Carrickfergus, North Ireland, and waos formed completely with
volunteers from the 5 th Corps. About 50 pef cent came out of
the 34th Diviesion and abcut 40 per éeht came ouﬁ of the ist
Armored Division and the final 10 per cent camc cubt of the
5th Corps at large. |

We were formed there, organized, and moved guickly to
Northern Scotland to the Commando depot, which was commanded
by S8 Brigade, British, which is the headquarters for the
Commandes. And there we had 2 month of very intensive training
at this depot under very realistic conditions. The British
Commandos were very keen on realism in their training, and
it was very real indéed, and was exactly whot we needed for
a background.

From there we went through another center which was run
by a combination of the British Army and Nﬁvy ancd set up under
their combined OP-setup, a shore installation known as HMS
Darlen. The headquarters is over on the western coast of Scotland.
It is all surrounded by the western isle - ﬁhe famous islands
of Skye, Rum, Canna, Coll, Eigg, and Tiree -~ which most of
you are familiar with. ind those of you‘who have been there in

particulor know they offer about every e of beach that a
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perﬁoﬁ could think of to operate :m, They havé nice, sandy
beaches, beaches with good gr dlcnts, beaches with gradients
thet jump right off, Thon they have these éhallow approaches,
100 to 200 yords out, wiere you wade in 100 to 200 yards in
walot-deep woter. And doy in wnd doy out we would practice
on these beachcs, and in oue duy's time we could practice on

two or three differcent Typce beaches.

cpeak of this because it was on ideal training center.

i

fle got a good picture there of tie Army and Navy working
together, some of the Havy'a problems and some of the Armyts
problems. Porticularly with the Army man, first of all he
always has to learn which kind of a boat is a boat, and the
difference between o boat and a ship, and how to some way
control the henving motion that goes on in your stomach when
yeu are out at sea in a big storm; these are always the
soldier?s problems..

From there we went to Dundee and practiced for ocur first
big show. 1in the interim we had Diepne, in which scme six
officers and 44 men ut of my outfit participated. Those men
who went on Dieppe went with the two Comncndos thdt nade the
flank u,tacko - Wo, & and Ho. 4 - and, also, I had a small
porty with the Conadion division in tne center. Those that

ame back ulLVL brought back an awful lot of information for
us. And it was helpful to us in our training for our first
big show that we were to do as a unit., I an going to roughly
sketch here our operations from then on.

Our first show was the landing at Arzew with the mission
of capturirig Oron-Arzew hc%e, ond Oran, here (indicating on
map). From therc we were flowm into Tunisia where we made
"Custer's Lost Staﬁd," so to speak, dowm at Gafsa in the

carly days of 1943, Ve made some raids in that area, and
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we were the rear guard out of Gafsa back into what wos later
known ag bthe Battle of Kasserine, whcre we pulled back into
Dornier Pass.

From theré we.were the advance guard back into Gafsa, and
the battle that materialized was knowm as the Battle of El
Gatar.

We jumped off aheaﬁ of the let Division ond tock out the
enemy'! s right flank division at a place‘which wae known as

Djeb-el-Ank. From there we went to the center ond then to

the right flank, and finally when the 8th Army broke through

v

(Indicating on map) This

is El Gatar here; the 3%th irmy came through and went up the
coast. : ! , ‘
We werc withdraown and sent over to Nemours to moke thrce
battaliﬁns out of our own uné bgttalion, and got ]y to do
the Sicilinn show., Here (in Sicily)’we landed in two places,
at Gelo and Licata, snd later after we caded up in Meseina
we were pulled out, seat to Palermo, and two weeks later we
“uere landing on the left flank at Salernc. We ftook this

peninsula out here (indicating on map), called Sorrento. From

there we went up in the mountains and spent last winter at
about 3,000 feet elevation, throwing rocks back and forth at

the enemy, just shorf of Caseino, and came oub for Christmas,
about the 20th of December last year, got a nice rest? and
off we went agaiﬁ té Anzio about three weecks later. ind that
ig our overall histcry.

Today I intend to go in particular into this Arzew show,
wich was cur first cne, thig Sicilian é@ow, next, and then
T will give you some high spots about the Scrrento.and the

Anzio shows. : “

were in Scotland, we viere given‘the mission of

bASSH e
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preceding the lst Divisiconal assault on Arzey. The ploan was
to Lond the lst Division with the 18th and 16%h Infaﬁtry to
the cast of Oran and the 26th Infantry way over on the west

of Oran, to converge on Oran twe pincer movements and squeeze
it out, thereby giving us the excellept uaval base of Mers-el-
Kabir ond the port of Arzew itself. I knew o month in zdvance
before we ever sailed that our mission was to capture ahead

of the lgt Division the two gun batteries that dominated this
long beach. One gun battery wes right here, and the other is
horu, Fort de la Pointe (indicating on map). The former gun -

. RN

battery was o much nore prebtenti us'u“lng'and stuck up on the

hill back’hgre; it was a four-gun Oﬂutﬁf which were sgpposed
to be rather long range rifles which could kéep our fleet

fivé miles at bny. They had the facilities for shocting.in
alnogt any dircction. It was very well sited and very wel
controlied.

There were no beaches except one little scramblc beach
betﬁeen Arzew and Orang it was o little tiny thing right in
here (indicating on mep).  You could barcly make it cut; this
is healdland along here (indicating on ﬁap). This beach here
wes very appealin It ran off in the dirccticn of HMostaganen.
To put in,vhe 16th and 18¢h Infansry, you can see — they wore
to land here (indicating) - how vital it was that these
batteries be token out, because they would have swept these
becches and made this landing very difficult. Also, we had
to quickly get cur ships in and get our heavy equipnent
unloaded on the docks, particularly our arnor. Honce, the
importonce of taking cut thesc batteries.

We ﬁcre at a place in Scotland known as Dundec., We
studied the airplane photographs of this operation, and we
made cur plans, We worked over it a 1ong'time.
WHLASS i
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SELEET

The only way we could see we could ftake the thing was to
‘split our force. If we kept our force together and 2ll went
into the herbor and took cut Fort de la Pointe, then that would
have aroused ond alerted the big fort. We thought we would
never get it then. Conversely, we felt if we went in.the back
door and came over the mountains and took out the other fort
from the back side -~ the big one- Fort du Nord, then, vice
versa, the horbor would become alerted and Fort de la Pointe
would becone alcrted‘and the boom would be cloged, and thus
we would have o much more difficult time getiing thie place.
So, we had to compromise and we had‘to gplit cur force.

The plan hinged on this: ﬁe felt if we could sneck some—
body into this harbor, make a smash landing right up against
the dock here and quiékiy gét this fort (Fort de la Pointe)
and attract the attention cf'ﬁhc big fort {Fort du Nprd), we
felt that a larger force londing up here, we hoped with surprise,
and coming overland to snegk up on their back side that we would
get them without too much trouble. That 1s éxagtly what we
decided to do. Higher headquarters o provgd our plan., It all
‘hinged on this one little plan. The Bavy ﬁas very skeptical
about this and with reason. The plan sounded fine. It looked
like the only solution to knocking this out, but it depondéd
on'this force getting through here (through boom blocking
harbor), and, too, it depended on the Navy's abilify to find
this bcach. This beach runs for about 100 yards and then
runs snack into shecr cliffs, obout 30 to 40 feet deep; that
is all the beach therc is in the 20 to 30 miles over here to
Oran. It meant that the Novy had to be mighty good to find
that point. We argucd for it, and ny Hovy nan, the caplain
vho vas in charge of my show, felt it could be done, that‘tLe
Navy could find that beach. 8¢, that was the plen,

R lEE
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The plan, then, to reiterate, was to send a small force in
here (into the harbor), take Fort de la Pointe by surprisc, and
to danglc this little group under the nose of this big battery
(Fort du Nord) to ettract their attention, while o larger force
found thie beach, we hopcd.. We got surprise, and come up and
stabbed them in the back. .And that is exactly what we did.

I om going to have Colonel Dammer,‘who was ny executive
officer at the timc, give y-u the part of his show, which was
the toking of Tort de la Pointe. Coleoncl Demmer,

COL. W. H. DAMMER: Geheral DeWitt, Cormodore Fo;, Gentle-
meﬁ: Colcnel Darby pointed cut tihe importonce of tokiung out
these two batteries and sccuring the dock facilities for our
landing the folloviing doy of our heavier equipment, that is,
the equi_ment not of ocur particular battalion but the force as
a whole. We congidered in studying the landing in the harbor,
a little beach here (indicating on msp). We considered going
into the corner here and we considered going into the mouth
of the harbor, Tﬁe objectibn to this 1little beach herc is that
it is extremcly poor. It is the worst possible emcuse for a
beach, hardly'dgserving of the name. TFurthermorc, it is nct
brought out on the photograph here very wéll, but from out in
he;e (just out of harbdr) theie is a considerable amount of
sort of a rock and reef formation, =nd fne Navy discouraged us
from thinking any furfhor about this as 2 possibility. They
could not in any event, first cf all, reascnably assure us
£hat they could find it and-the@ again, that they could
‘approach vithin wading distance of thc beach.

This (indicating) is obviously objectionable, Those
jetties are built so the stonc formations that reinforce then

cone to the outer sides. Ships are berthed here (indicating).
$¥.
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The objection to this (going right into the harbor) was that
there wes a boom which showed up on cur photographs but which

is not brought out on this one. It was shovm at differcnt

times in photographs as closed or open. That contributed to
therdecision on thé part of the battalion commonder to make the
force that went into the harbor only a small one so that if this
boon ware closed, we had the alternative of either trying this
or this. Ve had thosc two alternate plans node and we were
prepered to do that if we found we couldn't gel in here.

It wosp difficult to determine thoe size of thig boom. Ve

took the safegunrd, vhicihi proved to Dbe rather ridiculous after

seecing the size of thet beonm later on, of having skids mounted

)
under the londing craft while we were still back in Scotland,
The skids.woro‘a sort of aff;ir‘that ran on, elther side of the
keel itself of the landing craft. We were using LCA's,
British typo, and the ékids were designed tb'proteqt the
propeller and the rudder, and that mechanism back therc, from
danage in case we had to ram this thing and try to mount over
it.

Fortunately, as it turned out, that thing was open and we

[}

made the entry into the harbor,

As to the inférmation we had on our aréa iteelf, it was
quite complete., e had photographs aﬁd we had a model which
were studied frem the tine we left Scotland on October 26
until the time we actually loaded up for ianding., Ve got a
good deal of good informeticn fron that. Our intelligence on
this arca was quite complete. We knew there were herc at
least three, possibly four, guns of-?S—ﬁm caliber, mounted
in this fort here, Fort de la Pointe. Fort de la Pointe

sticks up on a little promontory. On the seaside it is about

UNOLASSIRED
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50 feet up, o rather steep bank, and those honks werc covered

tud f photographs.

w

with wire, We knew all that from cur

There ig this senplone station which you sec over in this
corner, We knew the moin instcllations on shore were ﬂanned
by French Havy, which, as most of Fou probably remember, were
considered less friendly to cur underteking than was ﬁhe aTMY e

As to other weapons th&u were in the vicinity which might
thréaten cur updertdking, there were thought to be macnlnc.
gan positions clong this south jettyr and poszikly more along
tnis nerc (éaat jebty), ond we thougit that where anjbody but
'75 mn guns, they cxpect 2lso fo protect thom with auvtomatic
fire

wes to enter the

o3
(6]
)
e
A3

Cur deciegion herc, ng L said
harbor, and ﬁeldecided to land in this corner of the mcle, In
looking over the photographs, we found out scmething that
caused concern because of the fact that we had a pholtogreph
vivich showed ~ man in o rowboqt ~ thig was in o British
intelligence report - unloading his catch of fish onto- the mole
here (lﬂilb”tlﬂﬁ) It showed tiie man stending in his rowboat
ond dumping his bag of fish right over. That causcd us some
goncern, as you con sed, iﬁ wondering whether or not, after
we pulled up alongside the nier, whether cr na# we were going
to get off the boats nd cnte the thing,

The LCA stands abdut three or three and a helf fecot off

the water line, ond frowm the deck to here, and how to

accomplisiy that, wag our problen. we were assured by seocing

U’ﬂ

that pgotosLapﬁ thict iv could be done, Vie decided to land in
here in a colurm of boats. Ve formed cur troops in the boats
and plonned the formation of our troops in thne boats so thdt
they wrould lond in the order in which we wante! then o take
off on land. Az it turned out later, aé I will bring out,
k] L
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this dic not quite work cut as well os 1t might have,

We were dropped in the transport aoren, which was generally
to the east of Arzew - I den't know the exact location - Eut in
moving in for the landiﬁg - and I believe Colonel Darby brought
out that the battalion was mounted in threc landing ships, I
had a force of two battalions thut wos to do this thing here on the
Royal Scotsman. We moved in here and sort of nmissed our cue.
Tie found and were heartened by the fact that some of the
lights around the harbor were lit. The lights on the ends of‘
these jettics, for instonce, were lite That worked very much
to our advantage when we found that we were moving in here,
It wasn't until, of course, later on the following day that I
knew the reason why all these things happened. But, foritun-
ately, I was with the fiotilla officer, and on seeing these
lights in the harbor in reverse, he knew he was entering frem
a wrceng angle. Uie moved avound again and came in properly
with the green and red lights showing as they ought to” show.
But on éoming in here, the distance from here to here is
considerably fartner thaﬁ is apparent from the photograph,
and we sort of missed the entrance into here,

There were various ships in the harbors spotted around
at various ?oints, some berthed qlongside'the mole and some
in the bay. To cut this short we missed the mole anditrollea
over to here. We did not désirc to run into troops we th@ught
that were garrisoned in here, énd rather than go in here, and
since‘the garrison hadn't been alerted, the flotilla officer
and I made the decision to turnvabout again and try it again
from another angle, which we did.

Fortunately, as I say the Frenchmen were not alert.

When we got in here again something upset our plans. Ve
thought 1t would be quite easy to come alongside here and hoep

iégnra ey
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over on the dock, but we didn't take into account the shifting

Q

f ships that are berthed here, and we didn't take into account

the things we found alongside the mole, They had a flock of

(4

these small catamaran sort of things that are used in unloading.

I believe thev are used to fend off shirs from the mole here,

The, sit very low in the water and they are just a raft sort
of thing. That meant that we couldn't set our boats along-

side the quay and up to the mole to hop off,

£

(o)

We had zulte a scramble in here, but we did the best we

[

il

N

could - fortunately, not being fired on. Our plan was

to extend from this corner of the mole over to heve {indicating
on map), which is not very awbitious. e int,nded to secure.
this initial beachhead because our primary job was the reduction
of this fort (Fort de la Pointe). Our jlan had a latoon

going divectly here and then crossing up through the wire and
agsaulting the fort up the bank.‘ The other ons was to come
doyn to the main entrance of the fort,'which was this WAY
(indicating). -

Actually, this fort (Fort de la Pointe) is 4 very ancient

thing, and the building that constitutes the fért is this
little ‘building right here (indicating). In itself it is a
.very formidable thning. It is very ancient, as I said; there
is a moat arcund it - and all that sort of thing. It would
have been difficult té tackle, but the guns were out in this
outer area here and our plan worked quite succes;fully.

After we once éot unscrambled from this mess we goﬁ our-
selves into here, ﬁe did form our perimeter as we expected and
quickly got into the fort without any trouble. Actunliy in
the initinl stages of this there was only one man kiiled, ond
he was o Frenchman. We didn't susénin any cﬁsualties until

the fellowing merning when we had a good deal of difficulty in




¢leaning out sniper abt1v1ty that was up here between us and
Colpnel Darby?

On securing this area here (Fort de la Pointe), we gave
the signal - that is, the viéual signal, pyrotechnics - that
was 1ntended to glve the div181on commander, the force comrander,
out on the shlp Lhe 1nformat10n that we had secured our objective,

From there on, we expanded to patrol this oil refinery
area and make Qonnection‘with Colonel Darby!s force upn here.
This was a minor part of our mission, the securing of the fort
facilitics, We sent a force_up here to patrol thirough here and
prevent any sabobage‘th%t might happen. ¥%e extended over here
to clean out these bu 11d¢r s and nake definitely certain uhat
this mole wag clear,

In tbe meantime, seve“;l hours after_w; landed here, a
‘boat arrived in the harbor carrying the naval port party ﬁgat
was meaﬁt to take over the ships that were berthed ~longside
the wole. The sarty included a Marine officer, Colonel Plain,
a Qaptain Aﬁsgll of the Nazy and Commander Munsen, as I
remember, We mct them on the corner here and they went about
their task of loecating what wag nere, making an appraisal Qf :
whether or nét‘things were damaged, and how best the port could
be used for the following day's work. |

That about cleans u_: my sart of this show. Colonel Darby
will take up the action from his landing up on this beach dovm
to here (indicating)g e made connection with hix shortly
after we got into this fort by radio cont=ct, and then joined
up with him th e following morning.

GEN?EDewgﬁfg Wihat time did you land, Dammer?

COL, DAMMEH; I think it was 0100,

CAP?, LEWIS: That's right; 0100 - I believe H-30.

COL,iBENTLEig May I ask a question, Did you run into
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contact with the naval forces that were at the naval stations
over there?

COL., DAMMER: Yes. Ve received a certain amount of fire
while we were here and while we were established across the
base of the mole here to beyond this cemetery. Ve figured on
using the cemetery as part of oﬁr security here because this
is all dominated by this high ground. We did have some diffi-
culty with these people in here (in naval stations). These
people did give us some trouble. I believe Colonel Darby will -
bring out the shooting against the ships.

COL. DARBY: In Colonel Dammer's operation from the tim;
he hit here (indicating) until he actually took'out this fort
(Fort de la Péinte) took 15 minutes from the time of landing
until they got in_here. The point we are trying to bring out
now is the business of surprise. He did get absolute surprise
because, if I hay ad 1ib on his story, as one group was going
through the barbed wire, one patrol was making a paés for the
front gate. They met ﬁp with a French soldier carrying
laundry overlhis head and they went in the front gate with him.
Inside thej captured the fort.andlthey captured.thelcommandanb
with his wife. That was surprise! It did get things alerted,
and the plan now ‘begins to unfold as we had planned it much
to our surprise.

After he got inside, the air alarms and everything else
went off and it did exactly what we wanted it to do. Every-~
body's attention became fixed down here (on Fort de la Pointe).
At the same time he was going through here (indiéating), we
were making our landing out here; we were'landing simultaneously;

| I want to take time'out a minute to go through some of

these difficulties to get back to this problem that was gnawing




on us, whether or not we were goingvto hit this beach. Ve were
on three small British ships, the‘Ulster Monarch, the Royal
Ulsterman, and the Royal Scotsman. Dammer was on the Royal
Scotsman. I want to correct one thing he said. ‘He said he
had two battalions; he had two small Ranger companies - and
went in in eight LCA's: 1 @as‘here with the remainder of the
~ battalion. Iihad four companies, and T was on the Royal |
Ulsterman and the Ulster Monarch. I had nine craft back here -
- LCA's. %e banked everything on the fact that if the Navy
could find this place accurately enough, we would go in on
a bearing of é?O degrees, and,we‘could,céme in‘sight of this
big.headland here and we could make it out in the darkness.
Ve could then find @his beach. And we had to find the beach
because there is no'other beach to land oh - it is all cliffs.
And everything'wés dépendent‘gn finding this one little beach.
So, we got in our transport area, 1§wered away, and, as
the British said, "Off gripesl“ Really their system of
lowering into thé water consisted of having these overhanging
davits and letting loose the brakes at the same time, and we
fell eight feet in the water with a resounding splash. The
only thing wrong with the systemwas tha£ with‘one of the
boats, they didn't "Off gripes!" at the same time, and some-
body's brake hung, and one of my boats spilled - the usual
story of the chapiain and his organ - fhe one boat £hat had
my radio eguipment, flares; and what not, went down‘in the
drink. It spilled because they oniy dropped the forwvard end.

" That created a little bit of consternation because we
were terribly crowded and we had to fish these people out of
the water. This being our first landing, it was quite nerve-
wracking. We finally éot everybody fished out - lost nc one

there - but in the meanwhile the boats in going around and
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around‘hadlno more idea than.a goose where we were. I was in
the l@ading boat with the flotilla.officer. I asked him,
"Have you the faintest idea where we are?" He said, "I haven't.
the foggieét." The captain of tﬁe ship, (Kingscote, I think)
did a fine thing, and as a result of his action, he taught us
a lesson thut we have used many times since then.l Seeing the
confusion, he came along with his larger ship, his Landing
Ship Infantry, Small - I think that was the term - and he |
coursed us, Becahse all our compasses were out, he coursed us
until we were definitely on this course of 270 or whatever it
’ was.. He coursed us, and, finally, as he was sure we were all
set, he said, "Keep as you ars"--"Steady as you go," or some-
thing like that. And that is exactlj‘wﬁat we did. Our
compasses, nho matger what they read, we werevactuallj directed
by his gooa ship;s compass, and in we went.

As we approachéd, it was very hazy. At almost-thé last
minute we could pick out the headland and the beach; we hit
'pﬁe Eeach right smack on the nose. And,tﬁe boys have had
confidence in the Navy's ability to find difficult.beaches
since. |

e ianded and were practically unopposed. We got on the
beach and were making our way to the road, trying to be quiet,
after having scaled these cliffs, when a séntinal who was
French and very much on the ball challehged us - "Who goes.'
there?" - and we took him with us. Thét was. all the opposition
we had there.

Meanwﬁile Dammer had lunded here with his force (indicating
on map). He had attracted their attention. We went down
this coast road with an advance guard and flank guard, and
another point in the use‘of the Navy was that as we took off

by use of a colored light out to sea, we had the Bnitiéh LCS
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following us right opposite the head of our column‘all the way
down - he was all black out - and as we approached dowvin hére,
he kept right in pace with us.

%e were particularly worried about this area in here
(indicating). Because the road was so ﬁear the sea, if vie
got into any sort of a fight, we thought it would be very
helpful if he were opposite the head of my column. Ve could
see him all the time and he was all prepared to deliver fire.
We were disappointed when we didn't have to use him - but we
thought it was,a good idea. It gave us o lot'of confidente,
going down the road knowing he was follo@ing along.

e had practiced this thing'so many times up in Scotland -
the plan was to put our nortars, our 8l-mortars in position
back here —vthaﬁ we had\a pre—arranged range for them..

This gun b'attery (Fort du Nord) stuck right up on a hili
like o sore thumb; they were open positions. They.Were sunken
.emplacements, but £hey were open on top. So, we got our
morta?s very carefully in position and we. started tﬁe attack,
three companies abréast, on this hill on ﬁhese gun positions.
The mortars were all set and everybody was listéning.in on
the radio - we were using a little 536-4i set. Everyone had
good communication.

‘h.e started creeping up thé back side of ghé hill, and, !
nuch to our surprise, nothing haprened. Meanwhile I had been
in communication with Dammer who had convinced me that he had
his part of the show under contrél. And it lookea ;ike we
Were sbout to get away with the whole busiﬂess when just as
we were halfwa& through this 1i-foot band of wire; he caught
us and he started shocting. So, it was pretty rough for a
few minutes. It was so rough I héd to withdraw slightly to

ive my mortars a chance to fire, We had given them & pre-
g
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arrangéd range'which'would be effective pfovided he found the
proper position in the dark und was all right. The fahge was
fixed so it would land slighgly over the target, if I called
for it, and that is exactly what happened. It was based on
the fact that if it was over, he could bring his shots baek
by creeping, and I could give.him 1ift fire and go in. That
is exactly what wé did;' We put 50 to 60 réunds of 8l-mm heavy
on top of him and we Qere partially tbrough the wire to begin
with. The mortar fire was extremely accurate - it was just
firing in the dark but it was pre-planned - and when I gave
the command to go in, the resistance was all over aﬁd the
battle was practically over with for the time being.

That was the battle. That éave us the gun battery on top
of the hill (Fort du Nord), the battery here (Fort de la Pointe),
and then we feit free to signal the Navy to come on in.

Here comes an'interesting point. We had made a plan
with the Navy to notify them in a number bf ways because the
Navy would not come in closer than five miles until these two
gun batteries were surely out. and the reason why they wouldn't
was a good reason. S0, to make sure there would be no mistakes,
not only was I to cail them by radio, but I was to shoot a |
éeries of flares. I felt very app;ehensive about this flare
system because of these various colors. I was to shoot up
double greens, four sets of greens in pairs. Then I wés to
follow that up by an authenticating signal, four sets of double
white star clusters, Of course, as Tuck would have it, they had
a tremendous shortége of white star clusters and I only had
enough to do the thing oﬂce - and they had to be in the boat
and on the man who was in the boat that was dropped in the
drink. So, naturally, vie didn't have those flares, Also, I

had lost my radioc, the only radio I had with me.
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Here we were with our mission all done, about 3:or 3:30
in the morning, everything‘had gone fine, ond i ras trying
to let the pecple out at sea know it. I started shooting green
flares frantiéally. I was told later that GeneraliFredendall
and the naval commonder interésted-remarked, "That is half
the signal, but I wonder if we can be sure." Of course, they
couldn't be sure. I kept shooting up more and more green flares
but I coildn't authenticate them.

Finally? a naval FOO party‘came up and we used ‘the naval
officer's set two huuré later - two hours that we could have
used in getting those ships in if we had had an iron-clad
communication systemn.

I bring that up becouse that is comrmunicatisns betieen
shore and ship. Once a landing is to be made, it is all
important and you can't spehd’too much time in your staff
planning. It can't be left haphazardly to work sut on the
ground by initiative, or some other thing, because there is
no such initiative in flares and radio signals. Either your
plan is foolproof and works or it is full of holes, in which
caselit will never work.d It could have been more costly than
it was. Actually, it worked out all right.

These were about 21l the salient features, I think, of
the battle of Arzew.

We moved inland. Ve then had the mission of clearing
~the towm. The battle went on to Oran and Oran was taken.
From there weAmoved into Tunisia. I have covered this phase
of it, and I am geing to now go into the pért where we pull
out of Tunisia. I had the miss;on of forming three Rénger
battalions cut of one to do the show in Sicily. Ve were
pulled out just before the fall of Tunisia. ﬁe were Sent

back t> a little place near the Moruccan border known as Nemours,
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a God-forsaken place way ~ut in the sticks away frem everything,
avay from all equipment, and we were Sent there to do our train-
ing. {indicating on map) Nemcurs is right here and Oran is
here.
I had about 1500 green men. I stiil had my vwm Ranger
battalion vhich was pretty much intact after Tunisia to use

as a nucleus and we started in training. The point was that

the time was limited and we had practicslly two green men for

o

every old man. I had tsken my men fresh 2ut of the replacement
deOuS at Oren and I was very much concerned as to whether or
not we would be able to geh tuesc en in any sort of shape to
do the difficult j b we had ahead of us,

Colonel Dcmmér wog then a bottalion commander. He had the
3rd Ranger Battalion and was to make the landing ot Licata.
I had a force which congisted of two Renger baﬂtélicﬁ and two
engineer bat taliwns, and I aad the mission of “taking Gela and
holding it while the 1lst Infantry Pivision ldanded on my righﬁ

1

and went in here (indicating).

I knew it was going tc be a tough job. ile knew the chances
‘of fetting into Gela undiscovered wvould be slight.. We had to
facé a landing vhare they'wguld‘be on the beaches waiting for;
us and we knew 1t when we were training. |

I was getting a bit desperzte because I Nanted t9 nmake
my training more realistic. Fortunatély? I'?an'into Captain
Leppert. Captain LPopert had > beautviful uetup, quite different
from that miserable setup I had at Nemours. He had me in for
lunch one day, and osver o can »f his beer, we found »ut that
even the Navy had a prgbleu. He had the problem of hoving
all kinds of boats - or ships, excuse me, Captain - and his
problen was green Crews. He had a green crevs prablem and I

=

N N
had a green troops problem. Thanks to Capiain Leppert, we got
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together on our own. He would bring his boats down, his LCIs,
with his green crews and we ﬁould mount ny green troops on
them., We would take them out at sea and bring them in and
give them the most realistic landings we could think of. 4s
é matter of fact, we put a couple of bullet holes through
CaptainlLeppert's ship. Bﬁt I think it was for the mutual
benefit of us all, I hope, because ﬁhen we went in to make the
landing at Gela, you remember, they had their searchlights and
their guns firing for houfs‘before we ever got in ﬁhére. it '
did pay dividends. I can't speuk for & ceptain in the Navy,
but I am sure it must have péid dividends with hié greén érews,
because it certainly paid dividends for ny green men. They |
weat in like veterans. Most of them had had about a month's
training before they Qent in on this landing.

The plan at Gelalwas to land two battalions zbreast, the
Lth Ranger Battalion on the right and'the 1lst Ranger Battalion
on the left, to follow that by:the 1st Battalion, 39th
Engineers. Following that was my 4.2 Chemical Mortar Battalion,
followed up by the final 531st Engineer Rattalion. That was
the general pian. We were to land, as I said, on the left
of the lst Division.

This was a big long‘sandy st}etch of beach over here and o
quite flat. Gela was the only place along thére that had any
altitude, and that was about 150 feet high. The little town
stuck right up on.the top of the h;ll and was right flush
with bhg beach and had a tremendously long jetty sticking
out into the water., The beach was quite shallow. The gradient,
I believe, wus about one in a hundred. It wasn't as shallow
as some we got on iater, but it was bad entugh, particularly
with the fact that it had some bars off the beach and we knew

those things.
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The problem becae one of how to so group our forces that
we could get in there and knock out the gun batteries»which.
existed on each side of the town. :We had asgsigned to us for
gunfire support a very fine cruiser, the Savennah. The Savennah,
as you probably know, was equipped with 15 é-inch guns - three
* turrets forward and two, =ft — one way or the other - and it
is capable of putting out an awful lot of fire poier. She was
assigned to support this 1anding.

The sore point of this landing was the gun battery on the
west side of the town. Under no circumstances was it to fire.
Our taking out the town was ihcidental to taking out the batteries.

We, again, had the mission of taking out the gun batteries so

D

the ships could clese the beach. And the Savannah's mission.
was that under no circumstances were the batteries to blaze
away. If they did blaze away, whether.or‘not we were there,
the Savannah was to take them ocut and silence them~if‘sﬁe could.
That‘was tﬁe set-up.

lie made the practice for this landing at Algiers - a little
place over here called Zeralda. That landing as vefy revealing.
Admiral Hall was in command of the show and I remember his .
caustic, yet humorcus remarks afterwards aaouﬁ how tha£ thing
went. It was horrible. ¥e had made this landing, tried to
make it realistic, end like all these last-minute shows, they
are generally pretty‘bad, but this was the worst I ever saw.
"It just scared us to death. We got together and when we got
through listening to Admiral Hall, we were conQinced thet the
Navy was going to put us on the right beach and that they were
going to iron out the difficultieé they had in their system.
We were all still new at this game, and I felt very confidént
in the fact that we would be able to hit the beach right on the

nose. The only thing, the one thing, I was leery about - and I
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bring it up here becanse it was later corrected - was the fact
that we were basing everything in our particular part of the
show in finding our heach at Gela on the fact that some scout
boats, which had never been with us in practice and which we

f
wad never Seen, .ere going to show up and lead the way into
Gela. I was suspicious of that because I am always suspicious
of anything like that in anything vhere you haven't actually
been uouctﬁcr with the people, worked out your plans, and
worked cut all the cdetails and rehearsed them, if possible,
before you go in.

We wers always assured in our practice that these scout
boats or these guide heats would Se theré to guidg us in. And
when the night come iéf doing the show on Gela, the beoats vers
not there. Some of the funniest and wierd thlngu hoppened

that night I -ever sai.

In going in, we were to take off in our small craft, some

14 LCAs and 14 LCVPs, halfLEritish aﬁd half-American ships.
They were to be 1'lloweu up by o wave of engineers and then by
a wave of three LCIS. Captain Leppert decided he weznted to be
in on this snom, so, he took the center ant, Ho. 17.. Eﬁery—
thing denended on our finding these guide boats and oelng set
off in our proper order.

As I seid befors, there was a lot of milliag around and

Q.
o3

no guide boats showed up. Finally, we decided to strike off

The flotilla officer I was with was off the Dickman. Ue had

.

a pretty good idea where Gela was because there werc a number

of searchlights on at the time which pretiy much identified
it. But we weren't sure which searchlight was ours. We started

By

going in the gereral direction of searcnlights. Ve hnd delayed

<
terribly trying to look for .ur guide boats. A1l of a sudden
out of the gloom I saw what I thought was a guide boat, so we

-0
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went over in the dark. But it was Captain Leppert, who was
bringing up his LCIs of the 3rd wave. He was very much on

course, und he was going on in on schedule. If we hadn't met

up with him, I think he would have preceded the whole formation.
He

s almost did. Thank heaven for finding him out in the middlie
of the ocean. Because 6f hi: being confident that he was oﬁ
course, I got my waves assembled. With this Coast Guard
comnander, we got the three waves assembled ahead of him, took

off, and actually made it just as we had planned. But it was.

J
no thanks to the system or to the plen we had for getting in
there, becouse it was just by luck that ve ever ran into any-
body in the middle of the occan at night who knew where he vas
going. That was actualiy the truth. Ve ran into Captain
Ltppert ond he put us on ccurse; in we went, and we Mit Gela.

I might say that one of the wildest scenes I cver sav was
that landing at Gela. We got in 21l right. The plaée was alive
with searchlights. They had machine gun fire up and down th
beach. Anofhef thing I learned there has always made me feel
sure. that the best place to be in the landing ic the first
wave. If you have any luck at all, the first wave gets across
the beach all right. Then i f the second wave, the enemy
begine ciming at them. Then the aim calms down and by the time
the third wave gets in, they are getting good. It was abogt
the third wave when Captain Leppert cnd his boaﬁ came in. He
not only hit the bars geod and hard, ‘but I think he jumped one
and. put the nose of his LCI right up on the beach end thers he
hung at the exact intersection of machine gunfire from both
flanks.. I never saw such a concentration as he got on that
boat. He did a beautiful job. Here in front of him, T wish
to have this opportunity to say what a grand job was done there.

In the face of all this fire, his boat being shot to pieces, he

g%ﬁ
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kept his three little LCIs in there and they unloaded these
very essential ond vital 4.2 mortafs tight there on the beach.
And; believe it or not, much to my surprise, hg got thé boats
off again, having gone over a bar.

Tha£ was our landing at Gela. By dawm we had the town
pretty well out and we weré going after the gun battery. Mean-
while, every time ﬂhe battery sounded off, the Savannah would
hush it up; We had an arrangement with the Savgnnah ahead of
time, laid down'indirectly with us, that when we gave "Lift-
fire" through our communications - I had a navel FOC party, a

forward observation party, which had an Army man who was

“
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AsuppoSed to have worked on t »h and knew_hbn tc get in
touch with them - they were to 1ift fire and we were to gb
into the fort and take it. .

I vant to bring this up, not in criticiém, but.to tell
yo1 that half-way measures don't work out Very well. The

Savannah had the mission of firing at gun flashes. She had

1

also the mission to cease firing on my orders. But that
didn't stop the other mission to continue to fire any time
any flashes wére’Seen; Ilééve "Lift fire"; in we went gﬁ the
battery. They got the thing in pretty short order; there
wasn't much fighting really. After we got inside. the thing,
those that were left inside which hadn't been destroyed by the
Savannah's fire, quickly surrendered. Things at that tine
were in such a fluid state, we didn't want to walk away from
those guns undesiroyed bécauSe wé didn't know how long we were
going to hold Gela. So, we set about destroying the guns.
That made a big boom and a lot of flashes, and the Savennah
figured she was being fired on'again.v And we had the delight-~
ful sensation of being on the réceivihg ehd of a salvo of the

Savannah's guns, which, I assure you, are tremendous. That was
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before we could get the Savannah turned off; ve cssured her
everything was all right and we were jﬁst in there blowing up
guns. We don'+ hold that against/thé Savannah., If she hadn't
taken those batteries out, I don't know how we would have
gotten in tﬁare,

T want t; bring up the point of your communications betﬁeen
your ground psople on the shore and your pesple on the ship.
They can't be left to chonce because they will always end up
with'some qnfortunate incidents that will work to your detriment.

o o 1}

Later, I think, we got things worked out a little bit

better.

I went to bring cut o point here in pagsing about how
naval gunfire can be of ettreme help to the man:on the ground.
After we took Gela;vI had the mission of going north and
capturing a place lmorm as San de Cola, about seven miles north
of Gela, right up this road (indiéating on mﬁp), and then
later, the town of Bﬁtera; hich stuck fight upiun the hill.

I had no artillery cher-than the artillery we had captured
in these forts and ﬁy Eoys, I fcund, wveren't too good artillery-
men vhen we got to shooting. We got to San de Cola, some seven
miles from Gela.' I made a night attack and got one battalion
on its objective during dark. But my 16ft flank battalion got
caught in aApluih, and down we went. 'ﬁe almosﬁ got wiped out
for keeps. We uere in a very despercte situation, with one
half of my force committed on the high gfound and the other

s

nd a

o

half down in the plain. We just couldn'f move. They
tremendcus amount of small arms fire and they had a very éell
dug—in and well built position - conérete emplacements, pill-
boxes and all.

I had this little lieutenant of artillery with me, who

had all the naval gunfire of the Savannah at his control, and

 UNGLASSI
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I decided tc put him to use. I had cne of my men vho was in
position on top 6f the hill up here ond who could see the gun
batteries that were firing on us, some five 149 and 150
howitzer batteries that were blazing away. So with my forward
observer, so to speak, giving me directions, we started working
on the Savannah who was cruising at that time back and forth
south of Gela of course. OShe was between‘two fixed points, ond
it was a very calm, quiet day for her sc far as the sea was
concerned. I never realized naﬁullgunfire could be s> accurate.
We started firing with the Savennah and before we‘finished we

had knocked out - cr, rather, the Savannah knocked out, with

@

my boy who was & gimple infontryman company commonder sitting

B

up on top »f the hill spotting thesc shots - and forced five

batteries to stop shooting. We examined those battery positions
and in every battery position we found at least cne gun with
o dircet hit and at least cne stack of ammunition blown in cach
place - practically forced them cut of theif position with the
ammunition going off and blowing up around them.

Later on, I stretched her 2 her limit. Before I took

Butera she -was giving fire support to ine - and accurate fire
support - at a range of 22,000 yards, which I think is some-

thing for people to remember. Naval gunfire support with ground

observation and good communications is just like anybody else's

o

artillery: it is

o
[e]

od, As o matter of fact, it is oufully

an

wse when you say "fire for effect," you have

0

fiune artillery bkec
45 rounds in ﬁhe air of 6~inch'shellskin aﬁe minﬁten They have
15 guns and fire about threc rounds a minuté. I wos very much
impressed by the ability of the Navy to s pport the Army in a
ground action.

Gentlemen, uve will try to cover the remainder of our

adventures znd try to hit the high spots within the nsxt half
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hour. I am going to ask Colonel Dammer to give you the story
of his londing over here at Licata that was made simultaoneously
wiﬁh our landing at Gela.

COL. DAMMER: My battalicn, the 3rd, moved from Nemours
to Bizerte to stage with the 3rd Division. I was attached to
them, vhereas Colonel Darby Yae attached to the lst Divisicn
again and staged at Algiers. Ve come acrogs in LCIsz. We went
over to Bizerte and worked it cut there. Wiile there, we had
an oppoertunity to run a dry problem with Army troops, the pecple
we weré going to ork with,Aand we ran a webt probiem with our

Navy people. Ve wers quite prepared in the wvay of photographs

O

and other information on the job we were to do.

S
5

The main landing that was done by the 3rd Division was done
on the beaches to the east of Licata. My battalion ond the

f

-

2nd Battalion of the 15th were to land just to the west o
Licata, cluose on the town, and secure the port as the main
o s

objective. ILicata is shown on the photogroph here (indica tlnm)

he port itself are a small beach that

ld

The only beaches west of
is here {indicating) and these two beacl es, numbefed 71 and 72
heres, split by this promont.ry here {indi cating) thich is guite
high.

The plan vas for my battalion to precede the 2Znd Battalion
of the 15th mid secure high zround that was here and here
(indicating), hehind beaches 71 mmd 72, &as protection-against
troops entering dovm through this corridor here cnd permit the
Rad Battalion of the 15th to go across this ridge line cnd clese
in on the towm.

Ve werc fortunate here - as Colonel Derby wasn't at Gela -

in getting a decent landing. Our landings were made on both

beaches. The dimensions on these are about 250 yards, each

Ly
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one of £11ese,’an_d’ vie wonted the high ground hére on this side
of th;é valley and this high ground here {indicating) sc we
could dominate this, as I said.

We landed in quite good order — very goud order, as a
matter of fact. It was a besutiful job done by the Navy in
finding this ploce in the first p
and theré was nothing much to g?ide on. This Ligh grcﬁnd S§Dou

out well in sil houette, but this thiag was much sra

dominating ground in back of it. The groumd fulls off
plain above here; throvugh which this rood nat pass es. We
londed nere and got ¢n our ~03°c veR guite eagily excent that
the'weapons that were sited on this high rocky point here
opened fire just after we landed. Taay uig ntt do a great deal
of damage to us, but, unfortunately, they immobilis sed two of
the landing craft,—drilled & hole through ther with o L7-rm
gun. .These peéple (indicating location on'map) were ovarcone,
and we didn't find any troops up on our,dbjectives wilh the
exceptlon of a few scattered people here (indica ing)‘that'
were in some trench areas and living in dugcuts.and‘small
farmhouses ‘here. We felt we were going torhéve a lot more
troﬁble here than we did.

I will pass briefly over thlu because of the time. This
operation went quite well. The 2nd Battalion of the 15th did.
a Very splendid job here in getting to the town. The main
defense of the town was sited on the high grdund here in the
vicinity of £his castle (ind 1cat1ng on photograph). They
consisted of two batteriés of dual-purpose anti-aircraft guns
vhich cculd fire both in defense of the port and as anti-
aircraft. | here were more troops scattered back in here but
we didn't meet up Qiﬁh'them;: Fortunately, we were opposed ﬁy

Italian troops and in the other we were opposed by the French.
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We had not yet gotten to the people who 'ere going to give us
trouble. |

After finishing up at Licata, we went cross-country. But

. o ‘ .

before I close the other phase, we did have an incident in
connection with naval support. It was either the Philadelphia
or the Brooklyn which was in support of this ianding. There
wes no observation officer with my bettalion since I was to
hang béck in this vicinity. He was with the battalion of the
15th Infantry. On coming up here, the Navy was firing on this
high point. They were asked to 1ift fire so that ithe troops
“could close »n their objectives here. That was 2~ccomplished

quite satisfoctorily, cxcepnt thot we had & leDd force out

1ere'doing the sheoting. One gunboat was very difficult to
silence and gave us scme trdubie,_vlt injured some of the troops
that were up—here, It was the fault of communieations entirely.
Part éf the 'mmunlcntlonc thot vere tith this battalion of the

15th that was doing this were lost on the landing here. That

i

was qﬁité 2 “streteh, About three miles - about three miles
from this point to the port itself.

I will pase over this cnd go egain tvluhere vie net xlth
oir Navy pesple. Oﬂ'the mové ﬁé’éécure.ﬁhéﬁboff,yﬁhis MmOV~
ment of the entirve force ints the west boward Treph Li, my
battalion wos Still attabhed 5 the 3rd Division &nd qttucncd
to thé;7tH'Iﬁfantry,‘ahd moved from Fevars through Girgenti
and circled a%ound to the D rtzof'Pbrt;Eﬁpedoclej 2 place

A . R

vhere supplics could be unloaded. And we ”ﬂprrac hed Port
Empedocle from the north. Ve ha 'a certain amount of diffieulty
at Girgenfi arid in closing on the port there. By the tims we
got up “there we wers ho peTLfsly'ﬁut ~f touch with the remaiﬁéer R
of ‘the troops. They had a little problem attacking Girgenti’

directly and while I skirted around the rear, I met only with
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a road block there with vhich we had a little scrap, and, again,
bypassed them, because my mission was tu get to Port Empedecle.
We met up with various elements, all Italion, between this
little tovm up here called Mount Apefta and Port Empedocle. And
by the time we arrived at Port Empedocle, we hed a sizable
group of prisoners which later gave us trouble. At Port Empe-
docle most of the defenses were headed for the sea and weren't
8ited tu protect the port from our attack from the north. How~
ever, there was a German battery there /ﬂnd that is vhere we first
met our German people in Sicily. The battery Uaé atlthisﬁpoint
‘here {indicating). They had & dual purpcsse - for one, 28 an
anti-aircraft battery to the west of Port Empedacle; However,
everything wos in our favor in approaching the cbstacle as we
did and we got 91 Germons out of thet. That added to the
flock of Italians we had when we arrived at the porf; we vere
ou@ of touch with sur ovm tfoéps and we had other problems
concerning rations, ammunition, etc. This had taken several
déys tc do and we vere very close to being out of ammunition.
e weré out of 60-mm. I considered our situation here rather
unfavorable. We consolidated at the port, put out ourAdefenses
and sat dawn to wait for the rest of fhe trcops to come up along
the coast road.
My immediate pfoblem vag to get word back as to where I
was and vhat I was déing and how I was doing. There was a
cruiser off here, which turned out later tc be the Philadelphia
which was firing to the east of the poft. There were several
Navy scout planes circling the towm and lcooking down on it.
At one point they passed over and dropped leaflets d~m which
agsked for the surrender of the garrison. All this occurred
while we were already in the tuwm.

'

Ve made two very frantic efforts to communicate vith the



plané, We did accomplish what we wanted to by finding a lot of
0il barrels down at the wharf and we spelled out various things
as "Yank," and "Ue. Se Troops," and various things to inveigle
them to come down. That took several hours. We were always
afraid that the people were going to act on their ultimatum
which was dropped by leaflet and plaster the town with us in it.

Finally, we were able to entice the seaplane to land., He
came in, picked me up and took me out to the.cruiser. I was
very nicely received there and told them my stéry, what was
wrong with me, as far as being cut off from our other people,
being out of food, étc. ind I got more than just sympathy out
of the commonder of the Philadelphia theres He helped us 2 great
deals He sent in bouts with rations., He couldn't help us out
with ommunition, but he did help us with cigarettes and other
things like that. Meantime, the pgreatest service he r endered
to us was communicating with higher headquarters who in turn
notified the division as to what our situation was there.

Again there was a failing of communicationé. OQur battalion
never did have equipment whichAlent'i£se1f to operating in any
great distance from a larger force and keeping the proper
contact with it. And, here agein, the thing broke down and
could have ended ﬁo our disadvantage had the cruiser opened up
on the town as they:were threatening to do in their leaflets,

From here (Port Empedoclc), we walked, it secmed to me,
over most of Sicily. I am going to skip all that until the
point where we get up toward Messine, Here, again, my battalion
was sent on a wide end run and I found myself on the afternoon
of the 16th of August sittiﬁg up on' 2 hill back in here from
which I could see Messina - again out of radio communication,
The march to here had been particularly bad. We couldn't
possibly have toted a radio set which would éommunicate back to
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whore the other fighting was at the time. That, again, had
token o certain léngth of time and I was gquite in a dither again
up here as to what I was going ta do, We could observe cll the
activity in‘Messina from herc. We could.see the fay- shorc. We
were very interested - although we couldn't do anything about
it - in sceing the ferrying of troops; The Germans were still
clearing out of Messina at the time, ferrying troops over to
the Italion side., They were blowing ammunition, otc,, up horo,'
but we couldn't do anything about the situation, It would have
been o beautiful thing there had wé had communicotion with the
naval fire which could have beon sitting out hero, and we could
have plastered thesc people.4 Howcvor, it didn't come off,

I suppose we all know how we miséod the boat at Messinae

'
Ve didn t catch ony Gormons therc and they made good their

~

'get~away.

I ha#e gone over that roughly, gentlemen, touching on the
high spots that my battaliqn did in éicily.

COL DARBY: ,One~intercs£ing point happcned horo‘(Mcssina).
This escape of the Gefmans was practically unoppoged, as |
Colonel Dammer said. Onc thiné'did stop it somewhﬁt. Thot
night some three motor torpcdo boats Eut loose through tﬁe
Strait and ran.the gauntlet of fire between both shoress, The
Germans were still holding along here, and, of coursc, they
held all along the toe of the boot, but tﬁey didn't get off
cxtctly scot-freece Those threc motor torpedo bogts did stop
them from going across there and broke up their formatione

Incidentally, this is rather humorous, I think: We were
supposed to be fairly well trained in amphibious opcrations, so
by the time we got rcaay toldo this job, we found oursclves
with some 200 mules going over the mountzins - heaven knows

how high = while the 3rd Division did the amphibious cnd runs
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in LST's. Everything worked out finc but it was quitc a tréat
from woter to mule,

The afternoon of the morning we got in thore, I left
Ccolonel Dammer aslecep in a graveyard, ond we received orders
that we were going to have the honor of going on another
amphibious operation and that we were to pull out immediately
and get goinge So, I got in a plane with Coloncl Dammer and
the battalion commander of the 4£h Ranger Batbalion, Coloncl
Murray, and the outfit slowly and painfully procceded back to
Corleonc, leaving cll three’battalions. The 1lst and 4th were
about 40 pcricent undor strength, and thef;rd was 50 per cent
under strength, aftcer the morch ovcf the mountains, in killed,
wounded, and non-battle cosualtios. And thoy went back to
Corleonc to train frantically for the noxt jobe We went back
to Algiers to plan, My supply officer, Captain Anderson, who
is here toddy, was wonderiné what his mission was. We got baék
in a hurry and got rcady to go off to do the job, which was to.
land on the left flonk ofvSaiorno, right hére (indicating on
map); The 5th Army was to land on the Salerno plain and we
were to lond ;n the lefte We loaded up quickly at Palermo,
with little traiﬁing, practically none ot all, with our green
troops, packcd them on bbaravand off we went to make & landing
operatione |

We had one thinge 'We‘had the expericnce of having made
soverai landing operations in the past, and in this pqrticular
jinstance we got together with the Navy and decided that we had
to have closcr cooporation'ﬁnd closer communications than we
had ever had before, becausé we had another situation of finding
a bad beach in darkness. |

Thc'main landing was made herc (indicating on map), on

either side of the Sele River south of Salernos Cur mission
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was to land at MOI.]:.OI'Vi in here and seize this high ground which
overlooked ﬁhe Naples plaing Ali this is very mountainous in’
here (indicating). This is the famous Amalfi Drive in here,
Sorrento, and the little island of Capri here. To were the
left flank ond we were to land at Maiorie It was to be one of
theso scramble beach landings and we were to hold this while
the moin force came up through Salerno into Naplese That was
the original plan, It was 211 supposed to happenvin two dayse
We were suppoéed to go over thc mountains, toke Kunzie Pass and
cut off tho Germen retreat while the force came up that waye
It sounded fine in the plans They were to comé through on the
second day and be off to Naplos.b Evcryfhing was finc excopt
" it teook them 22 days to make this trip through hore, aﬁd that
'1cft us up on toé of the mountains waiting.

To find the beach, to go back to tho beach-finding methods,
in this case we were on 'British ships, LCA's, and my gunfirc
‘support, which in this case was a British désﬁroyer, and a
very good one, was to make sure there would be no tié-up, and
they were further complicated because‘of British equipment and
British operafors and our own which are supposed to be'similaf
but somctimes dontt work so well, and, I think it was due to
the language difficulty. I agreed with the captain of the ship
who was o grand pcrsons 4I had dinner with him and we talkéd
this thi'ng a1l over, which is the way an Army man ought to
talk with o Novy mene If he is going to fire_tho guns over
the hecad of the Army man, he bught to-knOW'the_man before @o
goos iﬁ. We had dinner together and he was convinced it was a
good idode 1 said, ﬂcaptéin, please understand me. = It is not
that I distrust your radio equipment, but I would feel easier’
if I had my own radio operator OQ the bridge with his radio set."

He thought that was a good idea and in this case it worked like
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a charme I put my radio man with the commander of my Navy part
of the show and we had cxcollent communications all the time from
the time I hit tho bonch until tho last boat was unlonded ond
hod lefts We wero able to take advantage of the surprisec we
got on the landing, ond I want to bring out ’chatbpoint. You
have got to boat this communication problem. I dont't care what
system you usc, but it has to be simple and it has to work--and
it has to bo simplc for me to undorstand it. And with my radio
operator on the bridge of the ship, it worked finc,

In this casc Aag:xin wc had the problom of how to locate a
boach, in the dark, irn a small craft, If any of you have ever
boon dovm in the water in a small oraft;' you know you don't see
very much whon you are going along. Your compasscs, n§ matter
how mony times you swing them, in a small craft arc practically
worthless after 35 soldiers with helmets and rifles and every-
thing clsc thot contains metal got into the boat, All you'r
swinging of compasses is for haught.

Well, we horkened back to the day when we made the landing
at Arzewe Ve romembered how the boat had paced us in. So,
af’cgr we were formed up in the water we eame alongside the
British destroyor, and it was actually done in this simple
mannere Whon weo were sot to gol, we moved forward in column of
two in the watere I was in thq leading boat with the flotille
of ficer, and when wo came .opposite the bridge of the destroyer,
we hollored up. He said, "Are you there?" We said, "We are
herce Lot!s goe" That was Just that simple, it being agreod
that becausc he was in ’chc- bigger ship with a firm base and
with the good compass, having mé.dc his own corrocctions, that he
would course use I Q.on't know what he sighted on, but he
obviously sighted on Coapri and many points along horc, and he
woas bound to be pretty right; There was one little beach in

here we had to hit, that woas the problem, end we just had to be-



right if our landingwas going to be successful. So, with him
pocing us until he got about a mile gffshoro, it was fine, and
thon he said, "Continue on your course," and we had agrced
befor chand that no mattey which way our compass was pointing,
that whatevor he said, we would do, that Wé would not change,
trusting blindly for that lost miles We went in ﬁnd hit the
beach on the nosec. |

So, I have always likeé that method v ery much of finding
boaches, because it has worked to such good advantages

At thét time wo landed in column of bgttalioﬁs. I had my
Ronger foree, so-called, back togethcr. Theh it consisted of
the 1lst, 3rd, and 4th Rongoer Battolions, 83rd Chemical Mortbar
Battalion and somc ongincers also, two British Command&s, which
landed slightly off to our right ot Victrie To got in and had
a surprise laﬁding. And T believe we were the only poople who
had that distinction ‘at Salerno because those other people had
a rough time getting ashore - a surprise landing, such a surprise,
as o mattor of fact, that Wé féuhd two Gefman colonels‘in a h&tel
in Amalfi sound aslecps They were very mgch cmbarras§édvabout
being captured - apparently down there;for a'Weckénd.

We went on up dnd took Kunzie Passe Come the dawn and we
were allxsot ﬁo go dowﬁ and gccomplish,our ﬁissioﬁ at Pagani,
but our ?roops werentt showing upe ﬁ@ had an unusual site from
where-wé could sec all of the German Army sitting in the Naples
plain down-bQIOW'us.' And if ever there was an artillerymants
drcaﬁ, here it waé. They wore sitting there waiting and this
time we were proparcds I had two noval FOO parties with me.
One parficularly I romembor ﬂe was o British paraﬁfoop of ficer
named Captoin Thompsop, and he had a party. He had livéd
aboard oné.of these ships out.in the bay ond he started calling
firec down on the targets out in this plain,

To m2ke o long story short, he ended up firing the battleship
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Howe, There was quite a force supperting it. TFiring on these
targets down here were the battleship Hovie, lfonitor, and three
cruisers, and we fired tliem for the better part of 19 days. It
was the most beautiful target I believe I have ever seen. Iﬁ
shéws what you can do if you have the communications and are
prepared. e had made enough blunders in the past, and I believe
ve nmade up for it in this instance.

.The Howe, as you know, is a batileship ~ and I know you
knovwr more about baftleships than I cdo, particularly the Navy
element present — but I was surprised to learn that they don't
elevate so well., The siins were bearing down on that éorridor

-

that went u@ to Pagani. The Howe couldn't seem to clear the
mountains as well as the ciuisers could, but she backed off and
pointed her b?g gans over that corridor and that is when the
Germans changed their route over to Avileno and then went dovm,.
Tt stopped them from using this road through Camarillo Pass,
It forced them to stop using this road and they had to move
their supplies back because we had this naval>gunfire support
and we had a man on top the hill with field glaéses and the
communications so that he could handle it.

: ‘

From tiiere on, the thing grew in proportion. He could
hahdle ships over here and could spot for them. It is just that
old thing of being able to commmicate and shoot. |

¥e had a very interesting time there. Our force grew and
grev. The Germans got very irritated at our holding such a
lovely observation post, so they stérted counter—attacking;
During the 20 days we werc therc, e received some 15 counter—
aﬁtacks of increasing violence, #nd to help me hold the place,
they kept aﬁtabhing units until finally we ended up with 8500
tréops including the 28th Armored Brigade British thalt was

throwm in for good measure to help us hold this. It became
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increasingly wwnortaat because our troops ot hung down here nd
courdin'c [ollov, throupi: on tiheir plan, aid this wos the only

4

ohsorvaiion for thu Amgy which viag Zighting dewn here cgainst

o Gernonts rear.,  That is wliy they were counter-abttacking,
beecause we were on thelr recar,

Thers is on intceresting point herce in that we werc entircely

~

cvt off from that force and wo 2lmost ran out of zmmniticn.

1

A% e crucial pomitt the Cerazns were counter-attacking vici:usly

£ ()

to got us off - and thie is iy we Aray people have got to gotb

o . " e . o .
along with you ilavy ncople — wo vure in desoerate straits, out of
ammuniticn, ond o had o »ull out and flag dovn a metor torpoede
boat. In she came, 2nd s dashod over hwre to find my supoly

Kel

officer. Tk told them of our critical necds. Thaon apain by
cooneravion herd with our frionds in the Mavy, we got thom o
give us craft to shiﬁ .2, amunition into us, and we tere able
to hold this hill, hat kind of cooperaticn has to exist in
any battle. .o talk sbeut it a let. I would like to bring it
out, that it hos orked and workced well all through our uxp§ri—
ence in the hiditerrancan and marticulariy in this instancc.
From there on wie fought 1a£or ashore at Cassing, and I am
going to cnd up with the last -amphibicus coperation we made, and
'just touch on it voery slighﬁly, and not go intc toe ﬁuch detail,
cxcept o sgy it was the most successful all-arcund amphibious
opcration we cver ﬁadc. By that time we had gotten to know
weoplec. Ve had gotten to kaow Navy necple and Wavy neoplc had
gutton to lmow us. They got to know vhat woe were talking about

and wie got to know the charactoristics of ships aud vhat to

expect and the best methods to find beaches, I think when e

i

L

got to this Jjcb =t Anzio that it was the wost nerfect landing
vie ever made, I worked in closc cooperation with Coptain Levds,.

Captain Loewis wias in charge of tho planning staff at Casscria
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1ast'December when we planned this Anzio show,

Our Ranger force consisted of three Ranger battalibns, a

509 separate parachute batbalion and thie 83rd chemical mortar
battalion. We had the mission of taking out the town of Anzio
and Nettuno and establishing this beachhead. And the 3rd
Division was to land on our right. And the 1lst British Division
was to land on our left. Finally, this beachhead was to be
established. VI won't go through the details of the battle of
Anzio, That is another subject in itself, Bul I will go

into the landing slightly to say that we picked a peice of
ground north of Waples, Pozzuoli Bay, which was as near like

the actual job we were going to-do at Anzio as we could find.

e picked the thing and talked it over with Captain Lewis, He
agreed he could put his ships in ihere for the practice - and
this is important: It is very important for the Army man and
the Wavy man to geit together prior to doing one of theée shows
and pick out a piece of ground or a peice of beach that is
suitable forAworking together. It is very impértaﬁt that you
have this practice; I am convinced of it. 1In this case, the
difficulty here was again a very, very shaliow beach, and there
~was the question of getting in With as much surprise as possible
because we expected this to be very bitterly opposed,

"I had a very bitter time with Captain Lewis in planning
this. I couldn't help but remember that landing at Gela when
the guide boats didn't show up., So, the minute Captain Lewis
started mentioning that=ther¢'wohldrbe‘three guide boats to
guide me in to the Ranger bcach, I got éwfully'obaniohs, I'me
sure, and I have since apologized. I said, ”Captain, let's not
go into that. Let's have somebody lecad them in.'"™ He said,

""This time you are going to have guide boats there,", and, he
said, "I will have a man sitting off the end of that dock waving
-39-
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you in." He convinced me; but until I got there, I was wondering
if they were poing to be there. This time we practiced with
them and took them into Pozzuocli with us. They ate in my mess
and vwie gob to knOW'pach other by the first name and had dinner
together and a drink or sc. And then we felt we would sec those
people there, and we did.

Wlhen we came to the transport area, ﬁe ﬁnfortunately had
to make a dog-leg. The main transport areca was to point at
. this main beach and we had to come in and make a dog-leg in here
in the middlc of the occan somewherc and hit our beach. 4nd
this beach had to be hit right. Therc werc no two ways about |
it. Ve couldn't hit it wrong becausc of the rocks. It had to
be hit in the one place if we were ever to take out the town.

An amusing thing therc was that there was a big white casino
right on the becach, and I kept telling Captain Lewis that when .
I ran out of that landing craft; I didh't want to look to the
right or left; I said, "I'll bes going so fast that I want to
make sure that when I hit the beach and start running, that I
will run right through the front door to that casino." And we
only missed it by 10 or 20 yards. Ve had to slant slightly to
get into the casino. But that is how good it was. it Was
excellent because we had practiced with these gulde boats,
. Fhen we éamc out of the transport arca and madc ourAturn,vthere
was our guide boat flashing its proper signal. As we made our
tum and looked down, it was the most beautiful sight I cver
saw, -Therc warc thrce lights, as Captain Lewis said there
would be. They viere waiting for us. And he wasn't kidding
about the man off‘the ond of thic peir sticking out, There
was a little fellow there floating around in a‘boat to wave us
in, and we it that beach on the nosc.

1 was very pleased with that landing. I think it is the.




fincst onc we ever did, I think this was cxcollent an
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example of what hapnens when the Army and Navy get together and
figurc out their probloms.

I rcalizc, gentlemen, that Lhis has been a very hit-and-
miss speech.s 1 didn'it want to'tako upn too much of your timc,
I think we could almo;t tallt for hours and go into great detail
on any onc of thesc oporationé. I havc tricd to cover a;little

bit of all of them,

(DISCUSSICH)

CART. LEHIS} Arc there ony quostions or comments?

COMHC. FOT; The whole story has been told. There is
nothing to ask about or spcal aboﬁt; there is no point in
gilding the 1ily; You pcople sce why I asked this fellow over
here., I am interested in thé operations of the Rangors and I
am interested in naval gunfirc support, and T like to have
people come here and talk about it. But what I am4principzlly
interested in is having soncbody come ﬁere who has donc ihe

) .
thing, and to tull you people the importance of coordinating

your work with whatever service happens to be involvcd in the
samc ‘task.

JColonellDarby, without knowing it, herc this morning has
given a most cxcellent lecture on the rcason for the cxistence
of this inétitution, which.is, as you know, to bring about that
fecling amongst the services that will produce the necessary

coordination in situations such as this.
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